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active participation in it. And I also want to 
thank your National Security Adviser, Steve 
Hadley, who played a very important role as 
well. And I’m very pleased that we reached 
this agreement, and now we can move for-
ward and make sure that the whole world 
knows that, as the President has stated many 
times, that we do not practice cruel, inhuman 
treatment or torture. 

This agreement basically does two things: 
One, puts into the Army Field Manual the 
specific procedures for interrogations. And 
two, it prohibits cruel, inhumane—or tor-
ture. 

In our negotiations, there was legitimate 
concerns raised by the administration con-
cerning the rights of interrogators. And tak-
ing language from the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice, we provide them with legal 
counsel and certain protections that a reason-
able person might view as carrying out of or-
ders, not to contradict the Nuremberg deci-
sion, which, of course, said that obeying or-
ders is not a sufficient defense. 

I, again, thank the President. And I would 
like to also repeat, we’ve sent a message to 
the world that the United States is not like 
the terrorists. We have no grief for them, 
but what we are is a nation that upholds val-
ues and standards of behavior and treatment 
of all people, no matter how evil or bad they 
are. And I think that this will help us enor-
mously in winning the war for the hearts and 
minds of people throughout the world in the 
war on terror. 

And again, I want to thank the President. 
I want to thank Steve Hadley. I thank all 
the people who worked so hard to come to 
this agreement. Now I think we can move 
forward with winning the war on terror and 
in Iraq. 

I thank you, Mr. President. 

The President. Thanks, John. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:41 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Message to the Congress on Export 
of Accelerometers to the People’s 
Republic of China 
December 14, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 1512 of the Strom Thurmond National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1999 (Public Law 105–261), I hereby certify 
that the export of 36 accelerometers to the 
People’s Republic of China’s Ministry of 
Railways, for use in a railroad track geometry 
measuring system, is not detrimental to the 
U.S. space launch industry, and that the ma-
terial and equipment, including any indirect 
technical benefit that could be derived from 
such export, will not measurably improve the 
missile or space launch capabilities of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 14, 2005. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on December 16. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content 
of this message. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Ambassador to the United Nations 
Samir Shakir Mahmood Sumaida’ie 
of Iraq 
December 16, 2005 

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome 
the Ambassador to the United Nations from 
Iraq. This good man has been a—is an Iraqi 
patriot. He was there in Iraq right after lib-
eration. He helped write the TAL, which is 
the go-by for the new Constitution. He’s 
serving his country in New York now. He 
was a voter yesterday in the elections. 

The reason he came by to say hello is, we 
want to talk about what a glorious day it was 
yesterday for the Iraqi citizens and what 
we’re going to do to work together to make 
sure that we complete our mission, and that 
is to have an Iraq that can defend itself and 
sustain itself, an Iraq that will help us defeat 
the terrorists in this war on terror, an Iraq 
that will serve as such a powerful example 
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for other countries in the region that share 
the same desires as the Iraqi citizen—that 
is the desire to live in a free world and a 
free society. 

I’m so pleased to hear the stories from his 
Al Anbar Province, where his grandfather 
was—lived. And he was telling me about the 
stories from the village where he was from, 
about how there’s no phone service because 
the terrorists blew up the capacity for people 
to make phone calls. But they forgot to shut 
off the Internet, and people were then de-
scribing for this good man what it was like 
to participate in the democratic process. 

It was a remarkable day yesterday in the 
history of mankind and in the history of free-
dom. 

And so, Mr. Ambassador, I’m glad you’re 
here. Thank you so much for serving with 
such dignity. Welcome. It’s been great talk-
ing to you. 

Ambassador Sumaida’ie. Thank you, Mr. 
President. I believe that yesterday was a great 
day for Iraq; it was a great day for freedom. 
I think it was the turning point and the begin-
ning of the end of terrorism in Iraq. 

Iraqis have written, with their blood, a 
chapter of their history which will be remem-
bered for decades, with the help of the 
American troops, with your help, Mr. Presi-
dent, and the help of the American people, 
which we will remember and appreciate for 
generations. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. And 
I believe that we should keep our eye on 
the ball and make sure that the mission is 
accomplished and we build an Iraq which is 
stable, at peace with itself and with its neigh-
bor, and forever, I hope, a reliable ally of 
the United States. 

President Bush. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Proclamation 7969—Wright 
Brothers Day, 2005 
December 16, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On December 17, 1903, a wooden aircraft 

lifted from the sands of Kitty Hawk, North 
Carolina, remaining airborne for 12 seconds 
and covering a distance of 40 yards. That first 
powered flight was a heroic moment in our 
Nation’s history and in the story of mankind. 
On Wright Brothers Day, we celebrate the 
journey that began at Kitty Hawk and com-
memorate the imagination, ingenuity, and 
determination of Orville and Wilbur Wright. 

The American experience in air and space 
is an epic of endurance and discovery. The 
past 102 years have brought supersonic flight, 
space travel, and the exploration of the Moon 
and Mars. Charles Lindbergh’s solo, nonstop 
passage across the Atlantic Ocean and the 
record-breaking flights of Amelia Earhart 
captured the public’s imagination and en-
couraged the growth of aviation. Americans 
such as Chuck Yeager, the first man to break 
the sound barrier, and Alan Shepard, the first 
American in space, and Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin, the first men on the Moon, led 
our Nation on a voyage of discovery. These 
pioneers explored the unknown and brought 
the bold dream of the Wright Brothers into 
the future. Their dedication and skill and that 
of countless others reflect the finest values 
of our country and have helped ensure that 
the United States continues to lead the world 
in flight. 

Americans will always be risk-takers for 
the sake of exploration. As we remember the 
achievements of the Wright Brothers, we 
look forward to challenging the frontiers of 
knowledge in a new century. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402; 36 
U.S.C. 143) as amended, has designated De-
cember 17 of each year as ‘‘Wright Brothers 
Day’’ and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue annually a proclamation in-
viting the people of the United States to ob-
serve that day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 
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